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Poland is in the main an agricultural state, but it also includes
important mineral and industrial areas. Its study by natural
regions presents some difficulties, as. owing to its long partition among
three Powers, different parts of the same region may be in very
different stages of economic derelopment. This is accentuated
by the fact that the population is not everywhere predominantly
Polish. The new Poland has, it is true, been constituted upon an
ethnical basis, and over the greaier part of the State the Poles
probably number at least 75 per cent of the population. But in
two regions the ethnical principle has been violated; in East Galicia,
where the majority of the inhabitants axe Ruthenians, and in the
region lying east of the longitude of Brest-Litovsk (but apparently
excluding the Wilno region), where the Poles are outnumbered by
other races of whom the White Russians are the most numerous.
THE CARPATHIANS. In the Carpathians the land over 2,000 feet
is unfit for cultivation, and much of the whole region is forested.
On the lower slopes there are considerable areas of fertile soil,
especially in the west; in the east there is less, partly, it is said,
because the land is in Ruthenian hands. The timber industries are
important, and paper is manufactured. Petroleum is found in a
belt of country extending from the neighbourhood of Krakow east-
wards through Eastern Galicia. Hitherto, the chief centre of pro-
duction has been in the district round Boryslaw, but the wells there
are becoming less productive, and more attention is likely to be
paid in future to the western fields of the belt. Previous to
1914 this region produced about 3 per cent of the world's supply
of petroleum, but its output has declined, and its future will prob-
ably depend on the extent to which the Poles are able to induce
foreign capital to undertake its further exploitation. Salt is found
along the whole length of the Carpathian curve, the most important
mines being those at Wieliczka.
THE PLATEAUS AMD GREAT VALLEYS. With two exceptions,
which will be treated later, agriculture is the chief pursuit of both
regions, but for various reasons ike conditions under which it is
carried TO vary considerably from one place to another. In Poznan,
the poverty of the land was to some extent compensated by
the scientific methods of German husbandry, and before 1914
the yield per acre was higher than in any other part of the'new
Polish State, Rye and oats are the principal cereals cultivate^*"